Let’s speak – tools and obstacles of communication

Youth Exchange
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Short summary:

Youth Exchange "Let's speak - tools and obstacles of communication" is to show young people from 6 European countries how difficult it can be without common way of communication and how to overcome this difficulties. Obvious way is to communicate in commonly known language, but what to do when there is no common language? We would like to present and discuss also other possibilities.

We will introduce possibilities of communication such as sign language, Morse alphabet and Braille signs. It's not commonly known that there exists international sign language, which is understandable by deaf people around the world.

Also we would like to introduce some basic words from different languages and possibilities of communication when there is language barrier.

Venue: Cracow / Poronin (Tatra mountain region, south of Poland)

Time: 21st – 29th August 2010

Participants: 18-25 years old 6 + 1 leader (no age limit).

5 EU countries: Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal, Slovakia and Poland

Arrival: 21st of August 2010, 8:00 – 17:00 Cracow Airport or train / bus station

Departure: 29th of August 2010

We will reimburse 70% of Your tickets, we will need receipts or invoices for that, and also boarding passes and copies of your tickets.

There is another possibility only for plane tickets - we can buy the tickets and later you will give us back the missing 30%.

Draft of the activities:

Goal of the Youth Exchange is to show young people how difficult it can be without common way of communication and how to overcome this difficulties. Obvious way is to communicate in commonly known language, but we would like to think also about other possibilities.

What to do when there is no common language?

How to express yourself with body language?

We would like to introduce other possibilities of communication such as sign language or Morse alphabet. It's not commonly known that there exists international sign language, which is officially used at deaf people conferences and international meetings. Also different countries sign languages are very similar to each other and people from different countries can easily communicate with each other.

Workshops will be prepared in groups and there will be tasks to prepare and later present to other groups without using words.

Also we would like that youngsters will teach each other basics of their own languages. Some basic sentences like "Hello", "How much does it cost?", "Thank You" and similar should be known in all languages by the end of the exchange.

There will be national evenings during which people will be obliged to learn some words of the language of the nation which organizes the evening. It can be for example name of the ingredients for some national dish or some basic questions which participants will have to ask to get more information about something, like "what is it?", then showing with finger what they are talking about. Answers obviously will be in English, we would rather like to focus on some basic things and maybe discovering similarities between languages.

